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Youth Homelessness

The reality is that youth homelessness, as a 
pervasive problem, is relatively new in Canada. 



Up to 40,000 in a year

What Do We Know – Numbers?

7,000 on any 
given night

Across Canada thousands of youth are homeless…



The Reality Is…

…youth aren’t 
ready to be 
independent 
and lack skills to 
survive on their 
own. 



Ending youth homelessness means 
eliminating a broad social problem that 
traps young people in an ongoing state 
of homelessness. 

Can We End Youth Homelessness?



Youth homelessness is distinct from 
adult homelessness, both in terms of its 
causes and consequences, but also in 
how we must consider and apply 
interventions.

Not Homelessness Jr.



Solutions – Education & Training

Formal academic education, as well as life 
skills and jobs-based training, is important 
to help homeless youth succeed. 



Solutions – Employment & Training

Life Skills are as 
important as job 
skills when training 
youth experiencing 
homelessness. 



Youth Toolkit Creation

Toolkits make replication/duplication easier
• No need to start from scratch

Toolkits have: 
• Online toolkit
• PDF version
• Multiple short videos.



Youth Toolkits

Brief review of literature

Phone and filmed in-person interviews
• Staff, youth, volunteers and partners

Collected relevant material



Youth Toolkit Creation

Materials analyzed for relevance

Videos edited and had graphics added

Written toolkit includes:
• Summary of program
• Homeless Hub thoughts
• Key Resources



Youth Toolkit Creation

Collaborative process
• Participants in videos reviewed/approved
• Key staff reviewed content of written toolkit
• Discussion about key issues and content



Youth Employment Toolkit

Developed with Choices for Youth in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland

Focuses on their Train for Trades program - a support and 
employment program for at-risk and homeless youth.

94 pages in length

14 videos



Youth Transitional Housing Toolkit

Developed with Covenant House Vancouver and Covenant 
House Toronto

Looks at overall Transitional Housing programs

Special focus on the Rights of Passage program

118 pages in length

23 videos



Youth Toolkits - Videos

Each video 
captures 
pieces of the 
experience in 
participants’ 
own words 

All videos are 
captioned for 
accessibility 







Youth Toolkits – Promotion - Twitter

Twitter Cover with both 
toolkits linked

Tweet Chat #HHChat

Employment Tweet

Housing Tweet



Youth Toolkits – Promotion - Facebook
HashtagLogo

Link to 
toolkit

Quote from 
youth @T4T



More Resources on Youth Homelessness



Questions?

www.homelesshub.ca

@homelesshub

Allyson Marsolais
amarsolais@edu.yorku.ca


