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GBV refers to the violence that women, girls, and gender diverse individuals face disproportionately because of their 

gender identity or expression, perceived gender, and/or sexuality. The term GBV contextualizes the various forms of 

violence within structural power dynamics.

TERMINOLOGY

Victim/Survivor are terms used for individuals who have experienced violence. Each person may use one or the other, 

the terms interchangeably, or both at once. It is important to lead with the term that feels most comfortable for the 

individual. Although the term survivor is preferred, it is important to acknowledge those who have been lost.

VICTIM / SURVIVOR

Perpetrator or the person causing harm are terms uses to describe someone who is being abusive, and can include 

partners, ex-partners, family members, caregivers, landlords, roommates and strangers.

GENDER BASED VIOLENCE (GBV)

PERPETRATOR / PERSON CAUSING HARM
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ÅFunded by the 

Department of Justice

ÅCollaborative project 

between nine Ontario 

legal clinics

ÅTo expand and enhance 

legal services for 

survivors of GBV

ÅEvaluated by Centre for 

Research & Education 

on Violence Against 

Women & Children 

(CREVAWC)



ACTO & YOUR WAY FORWARD



How do survivors of 
GBV experience the process of 
securing and maintaining 
permanent housing in Ontario?

ÅHow well does the legal context 
meet survivorsô needs?

ÅHow well do housing services 
meet survivorsô needs?

RESEARCH QUESTION



RESEARCH PROCESS

Literature 
Review

ÅRelationship 
between GBV and 
housing instability/ 
homelessness

ÅThe legal and 
housing service 
contexts

ÅImpact of Covid-19

Jurisdictional 
Scan

ÅComparative chart 
of residential 
tenancy and social 
housing legislation 
in all provinces and 
territories

Identify Gaps

ÅCompleted 80 
interviews with key 
informants and 
tenants with lived 
experience

Å120 responses to 
service provider 
surveys 

LITERATURE REVIEW MIXED METHODS 
RESEARCH

JURISDICTIONAL 
SCAN



RESEARCH PROCESS

Literature 
Review

ÅRelationship 
between GBV and 
housing instability/ 
homelessness

ÅThe legal and 
housing service 
contexts

ÅImpact of Covid-19

Jurisdictional 
Scan

ÅComparative chart 
of residential 
tenancy and social 
housing legislation 
in all provinces and 
territories

Identify Gaps

ÅCompleted 80 
interviews with key 
informants and 
tenants with lived 
experience

Å120 responses to 
service provider 
surveys 

MIXED METHODS 
RESEARCH

JURISDICTIONAL 
SCAN



RESEARCH PROCESS

Literature 
Review

ÅRelationship 
between GBV and 
housing instability/ 
homelessness

ÅThe legal and 
housing service 
contexts

ÅImpact of Covid-19

Jurisdictional 
Scan

ÅComparative chart 
of residential 
tenancy and social 
housing legislation 
in all provinces and 
territories

Identify Gaps

ÅCompleted 80 
interviews with key 
informants and 
tenants with lived 
experience

Å120 responses to 
service provider 
surveys 

LITERATURE REVIEW MIXED METHODS 
RESEARCH



RESEARCH PROCESS

Literature 
Review

ÅRelationship 
between GBV and 
housing instability/ 
homelessness

ÅThe legal and 
housing service 
contexts

ÅImpact of Covid-19

Jurisdictional 
Scan

ÅComparative chart 
of residential 
tenancy and social 
housing legislation 
in all provinces and 
territories

Identify Gaps

ÅCompleted 80 
interviews with key 
informants and 
tenants with lived 
experience

Å120 responses to 
service provider 
surveys 

LITERATURE REVIEW JURISDICTIONAL 
SCAN





THE HOUSING JOURNEY IN 
ONTARIO



HOUSING CONTINUUM:  
Homelessness

High turn-away 

rate at access 

points

Increase in visible 

encampments

Increase to the 

rate of hidden 

homelessness

Couch-surfing not 

considered 

homelessness



HOUSING CONTINUUM:
Emergency Shelter

Always operating 

at or above 

capacity

Pandemic funding 

ended in 2023 

Often inaccessible 

& feels unsafe to 

survivors

Length of stays 

extending past 

guidelines



HOUSING CONTINUUM:
Transitional Housing

No core funding in 

Ontario 

Canôt attain 

affordable housing 

in time limit

Residents have 

better outcomes

Limited availability 

- especially in rural 

communities



HOUSING CONTINUUM:
Supportive Housing

Long waitlists due 

to limited 

availability

No specialized 

supportive housing 

for survivors

Improves long-

term housing 

stability

Various levels of 

supportive housing



HOUSING CONTINUUM:
Social Housing

80,000 people on 

choice-based 

waitlists

Eligibility rules create 

barriers to entry 

(RGI & SPP)

Pressure on 

applicants to take 

inadequate housing

Difficult to get a crisis 

transfer 



HOUSING CONTINUUM:
Affordable Market Housing

Financialization of 

housing

No rent or vacancy 

control 

Rise in bad faith 

evictions

COHB: limited & 

no long-term 

guarantee



HOUSING CONTINUUM:
Market Housing

40% of tenants 

paying 

unaffordable rent

91% of survivors 

living in core 

housing need

Survivors being 

exploited by 

landlords

Discrimination in 

housing access



$1550 / $2000

2022-2023 
Average Asking Rent 

Per Month 
1 bed / 2 bed

$2203 / $2523

$2614 / $3411$1529 / $1952

$1200 / $1600



ñNow in  my retirementé I'm really, 

really tired. I'm really tired. I'm friggin , 

I'm drowning now. And each month 

it's like a struggle to just come up 

with that, you know, other $1,000 for 

the rent, and to live. Meagerly  too. 

This isn't living, it is certainly not 

thriving, it's hardly even livingò



THE HOUSING LEGAL CONTEXT



RENTAL ISSUES  

Arrears Damages
Repairs & 

Maintenance

Unit not covered 

by RTA

Threatened with 

eviction due to 

the abuse 

Landlord abuse
Roommate 

abuse
Discrimination


