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• Aging in the right place (AIRP) recognizes that secure and optimal 
housing for older people should support an individual’s unique 
lifestyles and vulnerabilities 
(Golant, 2015)

• Minimal research has considered how older 
people with experiences of homelessness 
(OPEH) may age in the right place

Background



To develop a framework of aging in the right place 

indicators unique to older people with experiences of 

homelessness

Objective



Methods

• Literature review of existing research

• Community-based participatory research (CBPR) approach

• Iterative process of community consultation & model refinement
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Research

Informing research with older 
people experiencing homelessness 

or housing insecurity

Practice

Identifying client needs / tailoring 
support to promote aging in the 

right place & secure housing

Policy

Advocating for programs & funding 
that support diverse needs of older 

people with experiences of 
homelessness

Conclusion



To learn more or
connect with us:

Sarah Canham

sarah.canham@utah.edu

https://www.sfu.ca/airp.html

https://twitter.com/airp_vabe
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Misschrissyd

Empowering and supporting women 
that have been victims of homelessness, 

narcissism, the court system, and the 
services that are there to protect us 

that didn’t!

Find me on Instagram & Tiktok

@misschrissyd

Be on the lookout for my new app and workshop coming up! 















➔ Unpaid rent (due to memory 

loss, accessibility to the bank, 

budgeting, affordability)

➔ Home cleanliness & hoarding

➔ Lack of food security 

➔ Decline in personal hygiene/self 

care

➔ Lack of social network/support 

system

➔ No access to medical 

appointments

➔ Unable to organize their 

personal affairs, bills, 

paperwork, forms, etc

➔ Vulnerable to  scams and 

thieves

➔ Don’t know how or who to ask 

for help
21

WHY ARE SENIORS 

BECOMING HOMELESS?

HOW DOES WHOLE WAY HOUSE 

HELP SENIORS AGE IN PLACE?

➔ Money management & budgeting assistance

➔ Access to food security & groceries

➔ Coordinating with health authorities and case managers 

for assessments, appointments, vital services

➔ Access local resources for medical, mental health and 

addiction services, safety resources and tools

➔ House cleaning assistance

➔ Proactive room checks to set residents up for successful 

tenancy

➔ Daily social outings and activities 

➔ Regular exercise programs

➔ Transportation and/or coordination to special medical 

appointments

➔ Organizing personal affairs, bills, paperwork, forms, 

appointments etc

➔ Free emergency medical training for all staff and residents 

onsite

➔ Assistance with housing goals and needs

➔ Regular room and wellness check ins




















































