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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT



RURAL DEVELOPMENT NETWORK

MISSION: A strong sustainable network that
empowers rural communities by facilitating
and providing access to trusted rural
development expertise, information and
services





RDN is the Rural & Remote Community Entity for
Alberta
Funding supports organizations and communities
located outside of the 7 major cities in Alberta and
Indigenous communities including First Nations, Métis
Settlements and Nations 
100 + projects funded in the past few years 

REACHING HOME



Sleeping rough or camping
Living in vehicles or abandoned buildings 
Sleeping in emergency shelters
Couch surfing 
Staying in inadequate and unsafe
housing 
Indigenous Homelessness (Thistle,
2017) 

RURAL, REMOTE, AND INDIGENOUS
HOMELESSNESS



Developed for anyone in Canada! 
Request your free copy at
ruraldevelopment.ca

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO ESTIMATING RURAL
HOMELESSNESS

50+ community estimations
Recipient of CMHC’s Gold Roof
Award for Knowledge to Action

Since its launch in 2017

https://www.ruraldevelopment.ca/publications/step-by-step-guide-to-estimating-homelessness
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/nhs/nhs-project-profiles/2020-nhs-projects/step-by-step-guide-to-estimating-rural-homelessness
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/nhs/nhs-project-profiles/2020-nhs-projects/step-by-step-guide-to-estimating-rural-homelessness
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/nhs/nhs-project-profiles/2020-nhs-projects/step-by-step-guide-to-estimating-rural-homelessness
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/nhs/nhs-project-profiles/2020-nhs-projects/step-by-step-guide-to-estimating-rural-homelessness


HOW DO WE ESTIMATE RURAL, REMOTE, AND
INDIGENOUS HOMELESSNESS?



WHY DO WE ESTIMATE RURAL, REMOTE, AND
INDIGENOUS HOMELESSNESS?



A GENDERED APPROACH TO ESTIMATING RURAL,
REMOTE, AND INDIGENOUS HOMELESSNESS



Violence is the leading cause of
Women's Homelessness in Canada.



Larger service areas
Less staff and higher turnover
Less access to court protection
Higher staff burnout
Smaller budgets
Competitive funding
More reporting

Rural Women's Shelters face challenges such as: 



www.shelterpulse.ca/

https://www.shelterpulse.ca/


EMBEDDING A
GENDERED LENS INTO

THE ESTIMATIONS
PROCESS



DECOLONIZING HOMELESSNESS DATA
COLLECTION





DECOLONIZING HOMELESSNESS DATA
COLLECTION PROJECT

OUTCOME: To provide rural and remote Indigenous
communities across Canada with the tools necessary
to collect and use homelessness data in a decolonized
way



IN CLOSING...
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