


VANDU Mission Statement
VANDU is a group of users and former users who work to improve the 
lives of people who use drugs through user-based peer support and 
education. VANDU is committed to increasing the capacity of people 
who use drugs to live healthy, productive lives. VANDU is also 
committed to ensuring that drug users have a real voice in their 
community and in the creation of programs and policies designed to 
serve them.



VANDU members: 

● Over 50% Indigenous
● 95% or more have lived experience of homelessness
● 25-30% are currently homeless 
● Most members who aren’t homeless live in inadequate 

SROs, so-called supportive housing an/or paying 50-80% 
of their income on housing









The housing crisis and homelessness 
are not a public policy problem.













child apprehension          foster care

youth detention             group home

adult prison                probation & record

prison pipeline for Indigenous 
children and youth





“Nobody in the 
wor ld , n obody 
in  h is t or y, h as  
ever  go t t en  
t h eir  fr eedom  
by ap p ea lin g t o  
t h e  m or a l sen se 
of t h e  p eop le  
wh o wer e 
op p r ess in g 
t h em .”
― Assata Shakur



Let’s fight back!

● Stay in touch vandu@vandu.org
● Materials from VANDU
● Caucus for people with lived experience of 

homelessness and allies who want to fight 
for systemic change Wednesaday at 8:30am 
in the Lived Experience Lounge
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