Vancouver Area Network
of Drug Users




VANDU Mission Statement e

VANDU is a group of users and former users who work to improve the
lives of people who use drugs through user-based peer support and
education. VANDU is committed to increasing the capacity of people
who use drugs to live healthy, productive lives. VANDU is also
committed to ensuring that drug users have a real voice in their
community and in the creation of programs and policies designed to
serve them.



VANDU members:

Over 50% Indigenous

95% or more have lived experience of homelessness
25-30% are currently homeless

Most members who aren’'t homeless live in inadequate
SROs, so-called supportive housing an/or paying 50-80%
of their income on housing
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The housing crisis and homelessness
are not a public policy problem.
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Vancouver Bylaw Ticketing:
Jaywalking By Neighborhood 2008 - 2012

Westend Mount Pleasant
2% 2%

Fairview
1% Kensington

Kitsilano

Kilarney 0%
Arubutus Ride 0%
Morguay 0%
Fraserview 0%
Marpole 0%
UBC 0%
Grandview 0%
Fraserview 0%
Renfrew 0%
Sunset 0%
Sunrise 0%
Point Grey 0%
Oakridge 0%
Shaugnessy 0%

Downtown Eastside
76%

Data: Vancouver Police Department
Percentage Labels Out of 2699 Tickets

Chart Research: Danny Urquhart & Doug King
Chart Design: William Daman




prison pipeline for Indigenous
children and youth

child apprehension foster care
youth detention group home

adult prison probation & record






“Nobody in the
world, nobody
in history, has
ever gotten
their freedom

by appealing to
the moral sense
of the people
who were
oppressing
them.”

— Assata Shakur



Let’s fight back!

e Stay in touch vandu@vandu.org

e Materials from VANDU

e Caucus for people with lived experience of
homelessness and allies who want to fight
for systemic change Wednesaday at 8:30am
in the Lived Experience Lounge
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