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OBJECTIVES: Aging in the Right Place

To improve the shelter/housing options to meet the unique and complex health and
social needs of older persons with lived experience of homelessness (OPEH)

To evaluate promising practices of shelter/nousing for OPEH that promote aging in the
right place (AIRP)

To facilitate knowledge mobilization whilst increasing public awareness of OPEH and
perceptions of AIRP
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Utilizing the
photovoice

- method among
OPEH to better
understand
AIRP15.16



AIRP

Agirg in the Right Meac=
PARTHERSHIF

VABE

‘Veillir au Ban Sl
FARTEZMARIAT

Promising Practices Across the Housing Continuum

1. 2. 3. 4, 5. 6.
o +
L | —
Permanent supportive
Emergency, temporary, _ Supported independent housing with onsite o
or transitional shelter/ Independent housing housing with onsite medical and / or Long-term care Palliative care /
housing with supports with offsite supports non-medical supports specialized services hospice

(Canham, Walsh, Humphries, Nixon, & Burns, 2022) '’
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AIRP Conceptual Framework
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Built Environment of Housing Unit & Surrounding Neighborhood

(Canham et al., 2022) '8
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AIRP prioritizes collaboration with service providers,
partner organizations, and older persons with lived
experiences of homelessness (OPEH).

Local Advisory Committee (LAC) Meetings that
provides community partners and OPEH Advisors with
updates on the project progress and next steps.

OPEH Advisors provide feedback and guidance on
tool development, data collection protocols, and
more at different stages of the project.
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What is Photovoice?

Photovoice is a qualitative method used in community-based participatory action
research strategy to document and reflect reality in a hands-on manner. 1°.16

Promote critical
dialogue and
knowledge about
personal and
community aspects

Record and reflect
their community’s
strengths and
concerns

Empower people

“* Clients took photos that represent aging in the rightplace to them, to visualize, and
llustrate, perceptions and perspectives.
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METHODS: Client Photovoice Interviews

45 to 60 min

11 Clients 3 Sessions e

In-person



Sample of Participants

Demographics:
(n=11)

Ethnicity:
9 Caucasian; 1
Iranian; 1 Filipino

J

Age range: 58-75
years old

Female (n=6)
Male (n=5)
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55% Female and 45% Male



AIRP | VABE

Aging in ihe Right Plac= S eillir au Ban Endmon

3 s




AIRP | VABE

£aging in the Right Pas= “eillir au Ban Endion
FARTHRERSHIF PARTEMARIAT

“I don’t have to go twenty blocks to get a bus, right?” And “I just took the bus. It is essential to have a bus to get on.

1t 1s nice to be able to walk out and its right there, right? ... S0, people can leave ff they don't have a car, and they
can actually get on with a walker, because I do. And the

So, and you know its nice to have stead of walking two or g .
buses kneel so, you don 't really need the ramp.” C3

three blocks trying to find a bus stop.” C1
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Thats why this community i1s so nice. [Its] not just the community
of people living together in one place, but also the businesses, the
price outlet...there that 1s a symbiotic relationship, with the
residents and the businesses. Theyre supporting each other.
Amazing.” C9

AIRP | VABE

£aging in the Right Pas= “eillir au Ban Endion

“Hey I don’t have to walk very far. Or have to take a
bus to get to a shopping center...I mean it is close, you
know? Doesn't take that long and 1 like to get things
done and then go home again.” Cl

“lo be able to go shopping is a luxury that I don’t
have. However, I can go shopping at the Dollarama or
the dollar store, and pick up little things that make 1t
kind of fun and nice to have. Its like gomng shopping
that experience was cheap. I really enjoyed having that
store that close. I've never had that before and haven't
had it since. And I missed that now and just be able to
pop on my scooter bus down to the dollar store. It was
Just very nice to be able to do that. A fun afternoon.”
C4
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“I just think 1t 1s nice to have a gazebo. And it 1s nice to have a
place for people to meet and chat.... Especially now that people
can’t come together in the community room and the pandemic.
So, it kind of become to a place for people to hang out if they
want to. Or to come out of therr apartments. I think 1t 1s

mmportant to have some where to go. You know? You dont feel
totally couped up.” C3 '

S ——

“l liked to talk to people there, they knew me. So that was good...
Mostly with people that worked there and nobody I would see on R |
a regular basis just sometimes somebody sat i there and we A~ :

would talk. Not somebody I knew or would see again.” C4 % L
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“ll] have access to my own computer and then I was
also given the tablet, so I have portable access to 1t as

well, to the mternet and different programs which

“When I would leave and go, whether itbe — 4jjow me (o help look for housing. They allow me to S 7 Al Fifle
to part me employment, or to the grocery — connect with the world and when you're going through That’s my bed. And my httle alcove...

store. I never worried about leaving trauma and youre homeless and things like that you Just think 1t 1s nice...1 just figured it 1s nice
[partmer’s name removed], here. Its very,  ose connection... it’s a lot of grief mvolved, so I think to know that SOmebO_dy f'zclua//y ?ared _

very. .. The door was always locked and you v the imternet, vou can still stay connected to the abow? you kngm makmg I,t IOOjk nice. 1t 1s
had to use the buzzer 99% of the ime. It yor1d and feel like you're still part of 1t, it'’s like the not just functional, but it is going to look

was very well secured. I felt safe.” C8 world comes to you... "C5 nice... C3
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“This 1s from my window... And there 1s a tree outside and the crows are n the tree, actually, i the
evening... And I sit there at my computer and my table looks out through the window, and across the way,
beyond that there is a little back road, and then the back of the houses... You know it is just nice to be

able to look out at trees rather than on another house.” C3

& Just accidentally connect with people, and it adds beauty I think just walking around and seeing people.
Like cafes open here, I think its a very nice environment you know, makes you feel a part of

something.” C5

“When I was living in the camper, like I said, I'd be away to kill time. So go to the mall, hang around
with the food court... Yeah, its like this only now I don't have to be there and just be there because 1
want to, not because I have to kill me. Well, it feels, feels like I have more control over my life, right?
I'm not forced to, forced to be somewhere I don’t want to be.” C6



» Being near or able to easily access affordable amenities (necessary an
oVl pleasure)

* Public transportation that is walkable
d
Connectivity

Wrapping up
P h OtOVO i Ce » Social space at building that is welcoming

« Affordable social outings nearby

- - Social » Missing deep social connections J
FI n d I n g S Interaction

- Safety and security

» Meeting clients where they are at

Supportive [ Small thoughtful touches (dignity)

NNyl ° Transferrable skills and opportunities
THP

Social Integration
» Connected to nature inside and outside in an accessible fashion

: * Being able to venture to the built environment out of mere desire allows
Built and . )
Natural for the expression choice, freedom, and control

Environment

site Hesau,ce
- ,.\9
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Photovoice
provides an
opportunity for
OPEH to actively

engage in research
INn a participatory
fashion.

The four emerging
themes identified
from photovoice

Interviews can help

bridge current gaps
In knowledge to

transform program
practices related to
housing for OPEH.

Offering insight on
the barriers and
facilitators of AIRP
through action-
based research.
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Thank you!


https://twitter.com/airp_vabe
https://www.sfu.ca/airp.html
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