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RESEARCH ORIGINS & 
PRESENTATION 
OBJECTIVES

 "...it really it just gave me a way to make
money because I think I would have spiraled
down into depression that  like a lot of people
get into a never come out of it..... Would  give
me some confidence, too like, you know, like,
I'm going to get out of this. I'm going to be
fine."
Addie Age 47



" You know, when you're a teenager, you think that the world is looking at you and 
everything's about you anyways. Yeah. So to be in a situation where, you know, the 

newspapers and the provincial government, like, like I honestly like we, I thought we were 
like, you know, the criminal element of Gotham City." Bella, age 44
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RESEARCH BACKGROUND AND IMPORTANT CONCEPTS 
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SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THE STUDY 

"Okay, so when I was a squeegee kid on the street and stuff
and this shit happened to me, right And everyone told me it 
happened to me because I was, like, worthless street kid on 

the street, right? Versus now it's still happening to me and I'm 
doing all the things that they told me I was supposed to do. So 

the shit would stop happening to me."
 Moses age 44

"WE WEREN'T ALLOWED 
TO THRIVE AND NOW WE 

HAVE TO FIGHT TO 
SURVIVE" 

Alora, age 43
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The Importance of Lived Experience

"we were surviving 

together" 

Moses, age 44

 

 "And it's not understood by the general society. It's 
not understood by people that are pissed off that 

you're coming at their car with a squeegee. You 
know, it's not understood by the politicians or 

fucking anyone else unless you lived it, you know?
Eva age 35 "

" N
oth

ing a
bout us 

without us" E
va 

age 3
5
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what do squeegee punks 
have to say ?

 I'm not represented. You
want to hear me? Why?
You're wasting your time
and mine. Because it has
nothing to do with me
other than me being the
problem for you" Alora,
age 43

 "And the other thing too, it is an attack on 
poor people. But the other thing too is like 

those are like I can talk about it and like 
whatever. But the real people like that, the 
people who are most harmed by those things 
probably are just not going to be able to do 
your research because they're fucking dead." 

Bella Aged 44

 "I don't know. I don't think that 
there's anything that really 

could have been done. But I know 
that there was harm that could 

have been reduced. And I know, you 
know, we see the same thing today, 
although I think today it's a little 

bit more".  Bella Aged 44

" So we're bringing in people with 
substance use disorders or struggles 
or people that are actively using and 
we're training them to work in harm 

reduction, things like that. That didn't 
exist, you know, in the nineties and 
early 2000, I think could really 

benefit the youth before" Eva, age 35
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Thank you for 
listening  
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