
Rural Development Network
First Nations Data Collection



❖ About Us
❖ Project Overview

➢ What we’re doing
➢ Our approach
➢ Why we’re doing this
➢ Timeline
➢ Collaboration

■ Our Data Indigenous
■ Community partners

➢ Opportunities created

Agenda



Introductions
Who we are



Advocacy to 
amplify the 
rural voice

RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
NETWORK

Innovative 
tools & 
resources

Expertise & 
capacity

Help with 
accessing 
funding

A strong sustainable network that 
empowers rural communities by 
facilitating and providing access to 
trusted rural development 
expertise, information & 
services



First Nations Data Collection Team

Taylor Sparklingeyes
● Former manager now a part of 

the Indigenous Advisory Board

Tegan Nelson
● Project Coordinator

Rochelle Whitford
● Project Coordinator

Elder Marie McGregor 
Pitawanakwat
● Anishinaabe kwe from 

Manitoulin Island

Indigenous Advisory Board
● Comprised of Indigenous 

Peoples from across Canada



What are we doing?



Intentions

Our intention is to create a First Nations-led, informed, 
and adaptable data collection tool that focuses on the 
area of houselessness within First Nations including those 
whose live off reserve.

❖ Culturally sensitive and trauma-informed
❖ Build meaningful and reciprocal relationships
❖ Empower First Nations communities to advocate for themselves

The outcome of this tool is to understand the scope of houselessness regarding First 
Nations communities.



Our Approach
Guiding Principles  



Respect

Humility Partnership

Reciprocity

Ethical
Principles of 

OCAP®



Why a First Nation-specific 
project? 



Literature Review & Environmental Scan

(Rumboldt, 2022; Thistle, 2017)

First Nations communities, especially those on reserves, are 
disadvantaged by Western and colonial methods of data 
collection. 

Enumeration methods are informed by the federal 
government’s definition of homelessness, which does not fully 
capture the experiences of First Nations and other Indigenous 
Peoples.



Project Timeline
Phases 1-3



Project Phases 

Phase 1: 
Knowledge 
Exchange

Fall 2022 - August 
2023

Phase 3: 
Reports & 
Reflection

December -
February 2024

Phase 2: 
Storytelling & 

Gathering
September -

November



Collaboration
Community Partnerships



Community Partners

Five partnering First Nations 
across Canada:

● Two in British Columbia
● One in Alberta
● One in Nova Scotia
● One in Newfoundland and 

Labrador





Collaboration
Our Data Indigenous









Opportunities Created
Indigenous Data Collection



Outcomes

❖ Support Indigenous data sovereignty & governance

❖ Build the tool with suggestions for future goals, like using the data to secure 
additional funding.

❖ Establish usage and benefits of the tools for communities

❖ Intentional post-project relationship between Nations and RDN



“The ability for Indigenous 
Peoples, communities and 

Nations to participate, steward
and control data that is created 

with or about themselves”

- Indigenous Data Sovereignty (University of 
Toronto, 2023)



THANK YOU
Wela’lin
Mîkwec
Marrsii

Miigwech
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