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INDIGENOUS METHODOLOGY:

The Process Behind

The Definition of Indigenous Homelessness
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COH definition of Canadian Homelessness

1) Unsheltered    

2) Emergency Sheltered      

3) Provisionally Sheltered    

4) At Risk of Homelessness

did not describe Indigenous Homelessness

DEFINITION PROPOSAL: 

Why A Separate Definition of Indigenous Homelessness?
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FINDING SOMEONE WHO KNOWS 
INDIGENOUS HOMELESSNESS TO LEAD THE PROJECT 

“We had to privilege Indigenous ways of knowing, 
and keep all levels of consultation Indigenous.”
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PROCEED IN A “GOOD WAY”: 
BEGINNING WITH INDIGENOUS METHODOLOGY 

Entering Ceremony
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NO NEED TO REINVENT THE WHEEL

1) 1998 Keys Young Report

2) 2003 AHURI Report

3) 2015 Homeward Trust & Blue Quills 

4) Althea’s Work 
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“The NSC developed 16 core drafts.

This represents the skeletal structure of the 

definition erected on the theoretical spine.”

INDIGENOUS-LED CONSULTATION: 

THE NATIONAL STEERING COMMITTEE
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THE REGIONAL ADVISORS COMMITTEE 

“The RAC did the bulk of the fleshing out…
or building the body of the work.” 
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“Elders represent the traditional knowledge keepers 
and they had to be consulted to legitimize the work.”

THE NATIONAL ELDERS COUNCIL 
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DESIGN
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RETURNING TO BANNOCK POINT 

AND BIRTHING THE KNOWLEDGE 


