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Doctoral 
Research

Background

• Existing legacies of Canada’s 
colonial past 

• Persistence of contemporary 
inequities

• Housing delivery remains 
Eurocentric



Doctoral 
Research

Research Objectives

• Understand the impacts of anti-
Black systemic racism on Black 
Canadians

• Develop a framework to address 
anti-Black racism

Purpose

• Raise awareness and address 
discriminatory housing practices 
and inequities amongst Black 
Canadians. 

Introducing a Paradigm Shift…



Methodology 
and 

Timeline

Multi-method approach

• Design Science Research 

Methodology

• Afrocentric Research 

Methodology

• Autoethnographic Research 

Methodology

DEFINE
Identify 

problem space 
– Anti-Black 

Racism in 
Housing

ANALYZE
Conduct 

interviews:
•KI

•Lived 
experience

•CoP

DESIGN
Reflect, refine, 

and iterate 
framework 

design

TEST
Test and 

evaluate in 
planning 
practice

PUBLISH
Write thesis 

and 
disseminate 
framework

2021 - 2022

2022 - 2023

2023 - 2024



Past: 
Black 

History

Source: Telus Optik Local (2017)Source: Henry (2014)Source: Halifax Bureau (2021)



STORIES FROM THE 
SHELTER

Stories From the Shelter…



Anti-Black Systemic Racism as a Pathway to Housing Instability

Justice System
“They put you in 
the system at a 
young age. They 
put a curfew on 
you, and you can’t 
go to work. They 
call your house, and 
if you are not there, 
they arrest you. You 
are in the system.”

Education

“They treat White 

kids better than 

us. For little 

things, you get 

into trouble and 

suspended for 

weeks. They don’t 

give you 

chances.”

Employment
“I worked with 
youth who would 
call me a Nigga. 
Being the only 
Black person in my 
job, I couldn't talk 
to other people 
about it.”

Housing
“They only want a 
certain race to rent. 
They would say 
Indian, Asian or 
something like that. 
When you search it 
up on Kijiji, you 
would notice.”

Healthcare
“I met with a 
mental health 
navigator and did 
not feel 
understood. What 
would be helpful is 
someone who 
understands my 
background.”



Black Housing 
Equity 
Guiding 
Principles

Love CenteredStrength-Based Approach Black History

Collectivism

Black Centering

Strength-Based 

Approach

Human Rights

Acknowledge & Address Anti-Black Racism

Black History

Trauma Informed

Accountability

Disaggregate Race-

Based Data Collection

Love Centered

Intersectionality

KI: Guiding Principles



Towards a Black 
Housing Equity 
Framework

AccountabilityIntersectionality

Black Centering Disaggregate Race-

Based Data Collection

Love CenteredStrength-Based Approach

Acknowledge & Address Anti-Black Racism

Equity LensHuman Rights

Black History

Trauma-Informed Collectivism



Next Steps

Document 
Results

Test and 
Evaluate 

the 
Application

Design the 
Framework

2022 - 2023 2023 - 2024



Takeaways

• There is an emergent need to 
address anti-Black racism

• Anti-Black racism is embedded 
in every institution 

• Lack of culturally appropriate 
services and representation

• Anti-Black systemic racism acts 
as a pathway to housing 
instability and homelessness



Presenter Contact Information:

Marie Cecile Kotyk, B.H. Ecol, M.C.P 

Doctor of Design Candidate, U of C

Principal Consultant @ Kotyk Consulting

Email: kotykconsulting@gmail.com

THANK YOU
“In a racist society, it is 
not enough to be non-

racist. We must be 
anti-racist.”

– Angela Davis
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