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CANADIAN BLACK HISTORY

“A people without the knowledge of their
past history is like a tree without roots.”

-Marcus Garvey
Jamaican Activist



SLAVERY

“Procure for me two stout young fellows (and)
buy for each a clean young wife, who can wash
and do the female offices about a farm, I shall
begrudge no price."

- James Murray

(Governor of Quebec, 1763)

Source: Halifax Bureau, 2021
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IMMIGRATION
“Let us preserve for the sons of Canada the lands AN A w"'l- BAH

NEGRO 0

they propose to give to the negros.”

- William Thoburn
(Member of Parliament from Ontario, 1911) TR e

Dfficial Notice Given by
Dominion to United

Source: Telus Optik Local (2017

1967

Source: Telus Optik Local (2017, Source: Yarhi (2020). The Canadian Encyclopedia



RACIAL SEGREGATION

“Prevent Black people from using public
swimming pools due to fears of mixed-race
bathing.”

- Edmonton City’'s Council Ordinance (1923)
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PLANNING AND SEGREGATION

“That the Grantee or his heirs,... will not sell to,...rent to,... or permit to
occupy, the said lands and premises, or any part thereof,... to any...
Negro.”

-Vancouver Real Estate Deeds (1928 to 1965)
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Boil water advisory: Africville residents did not receive water A freight train passing through the community of Africville.

Source: McRae (2022)

and sewer services. They relied on wells for their water supply.

Source: McRae (2022)



ANTI-BLACK RACISM: IMPACTS ON
HOUSING




WHAT IS ANTI-
BLACK RACISM?

Policies and practices embedded
In Canadian institutions that
reflect and reinforce beliefs,
attitudes, and/or discrimination
directed at people of African and
Caribbean descent and rooted In
their experience of enslavement
and colonization here in Canada
(Source: Dr. Akua Benjamin).




ANTI-BLACK RACISM AS A PATHWAY TO
HOUSING INSTABILITY

* In 2009, 1 in 4 Black single
parents experienced housing
discrimination 1n Toronto. FOOD

* In 2021, Black Canadians INSECURITY
were 2 times more likely to be mwd
In 2016, 21% of Black adults

evicted. '
_ lived 1n low-income, compared to
‘ 12% of non-Blacks.

In 2016, Black people were

* In 2018, Black adults were 2.8 times more likely
to experience food insecurity.

HOUSING
DISCRIMINATION

()

twice as likely to be unemployed.

* Between 2003 and 2013, HOUSING
the incarceration rate INSTABILITY . In 2020, Black people living
among Black people JUSTICE in low income were 3.5
increased by nearly 90% SYSTEM times at risk of dying from

in federal prison. ]]]H / \ Covid-19.

In Toronto, Black students were 3 times

more likely to be suspended from school Severe lack of data on Black Canadians.

in 2006-07 school year. In 2020, Black people were 3.7 times more
In 2016, Black women were 27% less hkely to experience homelessness 1n

likely to have completed high school. Vancouver.
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RESEARCH PROJECT

ANTI-BLACK RACISM

- An embedded feature in Canadian
society

- Intersectionality

OBJECTIVE

Develop a planning practice framewor
to address anti-Black racism in housin
and homelessness.

PURPOSE

Raise awareness and address
discriminatory housing practices and
inequities amongst Black Canadians.




METHODOLOGY

* Design Science Research and
Autoethnographic Research Methodology

 Three Phases:
1. Research Parameters:
* Reflect on experiences
o Literature reviews
¢ 1stinterviews:
» Black key informants

» Black people with lived/living
experiences

2. lterative Framework Development:
» Gather information from phase 1

» Curate community of practice

» Test and iterate the framework

3. Validate Framework:
e 2"d interviews:
» Black key informants

» Black people with lived/living
experiences

* Finalize framework development



PROJECT IMPACT

MY PRACTICE

» Greater awareness and sensitivity to
Black Canadians’ experiences,
perspectives, and intersectionality

» Adapt processes and practices to
facilitate better outcomes

» Curate a new community of practice

PROFESSION

* |ntroduce a paradigm shift to facilitate
Black Inclusion

* Bring awareness to the gaps In
policies, program design and delivery

» Potential to improve housing
outcomes for Black Canadians




TAKEAWAYS

» (Canadian Black history consists of
racial inequities deeply rooted Iin a
colonial legacy of legalized slavery,
dispossession, racial segregation, and
discriminatory practices

* Anti-Black systemic racism acts as a
pathway to housing instability and
homelessness

BLACK PEOPLE

» The impact of racism and inequities ngtf I IN THE
affects generations e FUTURE

» Substantial gaps in data and research —f _ mu_.eﬁ w;*ﬁ“ﬁi ﬁ;ﬁ_ S

 Black communities are diverse, and
demand targeted responses
 Consider the role of
Intersectionality

* Acknowledge the existence and
impacts of anti-Black racism and work
towards redress




TH AN K YOU “In a racist society, it is not enough to

be non-racist. We must be anti-racist.”
— Angela Davis

PRESENTER CONTACT INFORMATION
Marie Cecile Kotyk, B.H. Ecol, M.C.P
Doctor of Design Candidate, U of C
Principal Consultant @ Kotyk Consulting
Email: kotykconsulting@gmail.com
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